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TERMS/MAJOR FIGURES 

 
The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society - 
(the parent organization of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses) 
 
They report 6.7 million active Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, including 1 million in the United 
States. 
(source:  Handbook of World Religions, Len Woods) 

 
They are known for their aggressive door-to-
door witnessing program 
 
Charles Tate Russell (1852-1916) – 1st 
president of and founder of the 
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society 
 
As a teenager he rejected many of the 
views taught in his Congregational church 
(specifically, the doctrines of hell and the 
Trinity, which struck him as unreasonable) 
 
He was influenced by Adventist teaching 
that influenced him there was no eternal 
punishment, because the wicked were 
annihilated 



By the time he was 18 he formed his own 
Bible study and began developing his own 
system of theology, emphasizing the 2nd 
coming of Christ (which many Adventist’s 
had predicted would happen in 1874) 
 
When this didn’t happen, he was further 
influenced by some Adventists who 
decided Christ’s coming had happened in, 
“a spiritual and invisible way,” in 1874. 
(source:  So What’s the Difference, by Fritz Ridenour, page 
116) 

 
In 1879, he parted ways with the Adventists 
and launched his own magazine, 
eventually known as The Watchtower 
 
He financed the magazine and spread his 
movement from the money he had from his 
clothing business 
 
He set 1914 as the year of the battle of 
Armageddon when God would destroy all 
present governments of the earth, and 
“Gentle times” and establish His kingdom 
 
In 1896 he founded the Watchtower Bible 
and Tract Society. 

In 1908, he moved his headquarters from 
Pennsylvania to New York City (They soon 
owned several blocks in Brooklyn).  NOTE:  
This is where their office is today with a huge 
printing plant, offices, apartments buildings, 
a Bible School, etc… 
 
When World War 1 began in 1914 he 
claimed it was the “beginning of 
Armageddon” 
 
NOTE:  Russell never had any formal 
theological.  However, he claimed to know 
the Greek alphabet, but under examination 
(in court) in 1912 he could not read Greek 
letters.   
(source:  So What’s the Difference, by Fritz Ridenour, page 
116) 

 
Joseph F. Rutherford (1869-1942) – 2nd 
president of the Watchtower Society, 
known for adopting the name, “Jehovah’s 
Witnesses” 
 
He became the president in 1917 (he was a 
lawyer and legal advisor to the 
Watchtower) 
 



He set 1925 as the new date for 
Armageddon 
 
When Armageddon didn’t happen in 1925 
he backed away from his prediction stating 
he had been misunderstood 
 
Church records were later amended after 
Rutherford’s death to reflect a different 
interpretation when this prediction went 
unfulfilled 
(source:  World Religions and What People Believe, Bryan 
McAnally, page 168-169) 

 
In 1931 he pushed through the adoption of 
the new name for the Society – Jehovah’s 
Witnesses (taken from Isaiah 43:10 (KJV):  
“Ye are my witnesses, saith [Jehovah].” 
 
He also introduced the door-to-door 
approach to visitation 
 
One of his goals was to increase 
membership 
 
He attempted this by spreading the word 
that only 144,000 people were going to 
make it to heaven 

 
This would create a problem as more than 
144,000 people would be in the 
organization…Therefore, he announced 
that everyone who had become a 
Jehovah’s Witness before 1935 would go to 
heaven (the “little flock”), while everyone 
who became a Jehovah’s Witness after 
1935 would be among the “great crowd” 
who would not go to heaven but could 
look forward to living on Earth in a new 
paradise after Armageddon and the 
Millennium. 
(source:  So What’s the Difference, by Fritz Ridenour, page 
118) 

 
In the late 1930’s continued to be known for 
his scathing denouncements of traditional 
Christianity (they Jehovah’s Witnesses 
continued to grow in influence and 
numbers) 
 
While, during his leadership, they did not set 
anymore dates…they kept saying 
Armageddon was “coming soon.” 
 
They had been predicting 1940 as the 
“most important year yet” 



 
In 1941, the Watchtower mentioned there 
was just a few remaining months before 
Armageddon 
 
In 1942 Rutherford died and there had still 
been no Armageddon 
 
Nathan Korr (1905-1977) – 3rd president of 
the Jehovah’s Witnesses.  He presided over 
the publishing of the official Jehovah’s 
Witness translation of the Scriptures (1961) 
 
He changed policy and made all their 
books and other publications anonymous 
 
In 1943, they released a book entitled, The 
Truth Shall Make You Free, which was the 
first step at coming up with a new dating 
system teaching that Jesus had not 
returned invisibly in 1874 as Russell had 
taught 
 
They now began to teach that Christ had 
returned invisibly in 1914, and in 
accordance with Matthew 24:34, the 
generation that had been alive in 1914 

would not “pass away” before 
Armageddon would occur. 
 
As the years went by with no Armageddon, 
Knorr and the Watchtower did some 
shuffling of the 6,00 0 years of history 
concept that originally had been taught by 
Charles Russell 
 
According to Russell, the 6,000 years were 
supposed to have ended in the 1870’s with 
Christ’s return, followed by Armageddon 
 
When this didn’t happen, Russell revised his 
thinking to say that Christ had returned 
invisibly and the 6,000 years of human 
history would end in 1914 
 
The new system installed during Knorr’s 
presidency taught that the latest – certainly 
the “absolute final” – date for Armageddon 
would be 1975. 
(source:  So What’s the Difference, by Fritz Ridenour, page 
119) 

 
Frederick Franz (1893-1992) succeeded 
Knorr in 1977 as the new president 
 



NOTE:  20 yeas before becoming President of the The 
Watchtower Franz had to confess in court that he could 
not cast a simple Bible verse (Genesis 2:4) back into 
Hebrew, even though he claimed he was knowledgeable 
in Greek and Hebrew. 
(source:  So What’s the Difference, by Fritz Ridenour, page 
119) 

 
He guided the Jehovah’s Witnesses through 
the 1975, failed prediction of Armageddon 
 
He said they had missed the point 
 
During his time as president he did not 
make any predictions of specific dates 
 
He died in 1992 at the age of 99 
 
Milton G Henschel  
 
He discarded the entire 1914 generation 
prophecy by producing a more “new light” 
 
An article in The Watchtower explained that 
the word “generation” had nothing to do 
with individuals who had been alive in 1914; 
Now it simply applied to all people of the 
earth in any generation who would see the 

signs of Christ’s coming but “fail to mend 
their ways.” 
Therefore, the position held for 80 years by 
Jehovah’s Witnesses was abolished and 
replaced by a more flexible point of view 
claiming that anybody that lived in 
“today’s wicked system,” or in such a 
system hundreds of years in the future, 
could be in the generation who would see 
Armageddon. 
 
Don Alden Adams 
 
Henschel stepped down in 2000. 
 
Adams became the 6th president of the 
Watchtower Society 
 
Awake! – a semimonthly magazine 
designed to attact and intrigue 
nonmembers 
 
The Watchtower - a semimonthly magazine 
designed to instruct the society’s members 
in doctrine in practice The New World 
Translation of the Holy Scriptures (NWT) – 
their own version of the Bible 



 
Congregations – what group meetings are 
called 
 
Members appointed from higher up are 
called Overseers or Elders 
 
The places where they meet are called 
Kingdom Halls 
 
Circuits are associations of around 20 
congregations, supervised by a Circuit 
Overseer 
 
Districts are geographical collections of 
Circuits (22 are in the United States) 
 
Collections of Districts are called Branches 
 
Collections of Branches are called Zones 
 
The Brooklyn society office is called the 
Headquarters 
 
Jehovah’s Witnesses have one day of 
ceremony each year – the Memorial of 
Christ’s Death at Passover (the elements of 

the Lord’s Supper are passed through the 
audience, but only those of the anointed or 
heavenly class are able to partake  
 
Jehovah’s Witnesses reject celebration of 
any other religious, national, or cultural 
holidays (you are disfellowshipped if you 
are caught celebrating any of these) 
 
Each Kingdom Hall has 5 meetings per 
week (NOTE:  all congregation members 
are expected to attend) 
 
• The Public Talk is usually held each 

Sunday 
• The Watchtower study usually follows 
• The Theocratic Ministry school is later in 

the week 
• There is also a Service Meeting 
• Each Jehovah’s Witness is also 

expected to attend a weekly Book 
Study in addition to their field work 

(source:  Walter Martin, Kingdom of the Cults, pages 146-
147) 

 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, also, have a 
commitment to civic neutrality (the religion 



teaches that fidelity to a country is a form of 
idolatry) 
 
• They are forbidden to sing the national 

anthem 
• They are forbidden to pledge 

allegiance to a nation, salute a flag, or 
serve in the military 

 
Official Jehovah’s Witnesses teaching has 
forbidden the transfusion of blood and the 
transplant of human organs 
(source:  World Religions and What People Believe, Bryan 
McNally, pages 183-185) 

 

Things in common with Christianity  

 
• Jesus -  
• The Bible -  
• Satan – (They believe he and his wicked angels were 

banished from heaven in 1914 – which explains why life on 
earth has been so terrible since then (wars, famines, increasing 
lawlessness) 

• Creation -  
• Armageddon -  
• We, both, believe people need to be 

saved 
 

DIFFERENCES 

 
✔Jehovah’s Witnesses have the New World 
Translation of Holy Scriptures (it honors the 
unique teachings of their religion) as their 
authority 
 
“Jehovah’s Witnesses may do no 
independent thinking and must absolutely 
adhere to the decisions and scriptural 
understanding of the Watchtower society.” 
(as quoted in So What’s the Difference, by Fritz Ridenour 
from The Watchtower [May 1, 1972, page 272) 

 
✔Christians depend on the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit as they read the Scriptures and 
learn to obey God, not man 
 
Acts 5:29 (NASB) 

29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We 
must obey God rather than men. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses say it is impossible to 
identify Jesus as equal to God  



Because - Jesus is identified as the only 
begotten Son of God and the Jesus was 
born of Mary 
 
Christians believe Jesus is God 
 
John 10:30 (NASB)  
 
30 I and the Father are one.” 

 
He was saying that He and the Father are of 
one nature and essence 
 
John 10:33 (NASB) 
 
33 The Jews answered Him, “For a good work we do not 
stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a 
man, make Yourself out to be God.” 

 
John 1:1 (NASB) 
 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 

 
The original word that translates Word is the term Logos. 
While Logos is not a well-known English word, it was very 
common in 1st century Greek. And it is a word John 
employs to capture the attention of his diverse audience. 
 
To the Greeks, the Logos represented the soul of the 

universe. It was the rational principle from which 
everything came, a creative stabilizing governing force of 
the universe (much like the “force” of Star Wars genre). 
 
To the Hebrews, the Logos was identified with the Word of 
God. In the OT, the word of God is connected with God’s 
active power. His word represented his actions in creation 
(Gen. 1.1; Ps. 33.6), revelation (God’s word came to the 
prophets), deliverance (Ps. 107.20), covenant, guidance, 
and judgment. The Word of God represented His actions, 
His self-revelation, how God revealed Himself and acted. 
 
So when John uses the term Logos, it is a term that appeals 
to both the Greek and the Hebrew. It is a term that 
captured the attention of the Greek philosophers, the 
Jewish scholars, and the average citizens. It was familiar to 
all. 
 
In those few words, John informs us that the Word has 
existed from all eternity. At the beginning of time, the word 
was there with God. The Word has existed eternally. He 
already “was” when time began. At creation, the Word 
was already present 

 
NOTE:  “The most important reason that Jesus has to be 
God is that if He is not God, His death would not have 
been sufficient to pay the penalty for the sins of the world.  
A created being, which Jesus would be if He were not 
God, could not pay the infinite penalty required for sin 
against and infinite God.  Only God could pay such an 
infinite penalty.  Only God could take care of the sins of 
the world, die, and be resurrected, proving His victory of 
sin and death.” 
(source:  www.gotquestions.org) 

 



1 John 2:2 (NLT) 
 
2 He himself is the sacrifice that atones for our sins—and not 
only our sins but the sins of all the world. 

 
2 Corinthians 5:21 (NASB) 
 
21For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the 
offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with 
God through Christ. 

 
✖Jehovah’s Witnesses claim that man does 
not have an immortal soul, and at death 
man’s spirit (life force) goes out and “no 
longer exists.” 
 
To the Jehovah’s Witness, hell has no place 
in their theology because it is believed a 
literal place of fire, punishment, and 
torment is completely at odds with the 
loving nature of a merciful God. 
 
✖Christians believe that Christ will return to 
earth physically, visibly, and audibly and 
that man has an eternal, immortal soul (i.e. 
spirit) that, at death, either goes to be with 
Christ or awaits judgment 
 

John 5:24-30 (NLT) 
 
24 “I tell you the truth, those who listen to my message and 
believe in God who sent me have eternal life. They will 
never be condemned for their sins, but they have already 
passed from death into life.  25 “And I assure you that the 
time is coming, indeed it’s here now, when the dead will 
hear my voice—the voice of the Son of God. And those 
who listen will live. 26 The Father has life in himself, and he 
has granted that same life-giving power to his Son. 27 And 
he has given him authority to judge everyone because he 
is the Son of Man.  28 Don’t be so surprised! Indeed, the 
time is coming when all the dead in their graves will hear 
the voice of God’s Son, 29 and they will rise again. Those 
who have done good will rise to experience eternal life, 
and those who have continued in evil will rise to 
experience judgment. 30 I can do nothing on my own. I 
judge as God tells me. Therefore, my judgment is just, 
because I carry out the will of the one who sent me, not 
my own will. 
 

★For the Jehovah’s Witness, every person 
has important decisions to make before 
they die: 
 
• At birth each person was born with the 

inherited offense against God that took 
place when Adam, the first man, 
disobeyed God (Therefore, every 
person is, by default, in opposition to 
God) 



• To the Jehovah’s Witness God has 
offered Jesus as hope 

 
✚Jehovah’s Witnesses believe the Bible 
promises that Jesus will resurrect 144,000 
dead souls to reign with Him for 1,000 years 
o the earth and ultimately rule over all 
creation with him in heaven after 
Armageddon 
 
In October 1914, Jesus “returned” invisibly to 
the earth when He assumed the throne of 
heaven from Satan from heaven 
 
In 1918, Jesus initiated the resurrection from 
the grave to heaven of the 144,000 who 
have died since the initial resurrection in 
1918 have immediately resurrected to 
heaven at death 
 
In 1925, Jehovah’s Witnesses publications 
expanded the understanding of heaven 
and the future. 
 
For the multitude of people beyond the 
144,000, the religion teaches that God will 
provide a paradise for them on earth within 

which they will live forever under the reign 
of Christ as God’s appointed King (the 
requirement to live in this eternal paradise is 
belief during life in the plan of God as 
presented by Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
 
With Armageddon, God will destroy all false 
religions and all world governments and will 
resurrect the majority of all people for a 
final judgment (this judgment offers the 
multitude of humanity – regardless of the 
time the person has not existed by nature of 
their deceased state – a final chance to 
believe 
 
★Jehovah’s Witnesses deny the doctrine of 
the Trinity, calling it an insult to “God-given 
intelligence and reason.” 
 
• A favorite question Jehovah’s 

Witnesses are trained to ask when 
going door-to-door is, “Who ran the 
universe for the three days Jesus was 
dead and in the grave?” 
 

NOTE:  The answer, for Christians, is…”God 
did.  Though Jesus’ body died, He 



continued to exist, and the triune God 
continued to rule the universe.” 
 
★Biblical Christianity has always taught that 
eternal God exists in three coequal and 
coeternal persons – Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  (All three have the same divine 
nature [essence] and, therefore, exist as 
one divine being.”) 
   
✪Jehovah’s Witnesses insist that Christ did 
not rise bodily from the dead, but only as a 
spirit who looked as if He were a body. 
(source:  So What’s the Difference, Fritz Ridenour, page 
124) 

 
Their theology does not leave any room for 
the existence of the spirit apart from the 
body after death. 
 
Jehovah’s Witnesses teach that Jehovah 
does not resurrect bodies - He “recreates” 
them. 
 
The form the disciples saw after the 
Resurrection was Jesus’ “re created” body. 
 

✪Christians believe Christ rose, bodily, from 
the grave 
 
Luke 24: 36-43 (NLT) 
 
36And just as they were telling about it, Jesus himself was 
suddenly standing there among them. “Peace be with 
you,” he said. 37But the whole group was startled and 
frightened, thinking they were seeing a ghost! 38“Why are 
you frightened?” he asked. “Why are your hearts filled with 
doubt? 39Look at my hands. Look at my feet. You can see 
that it’s really me. Touch me and make sure that I am not 
a ghost, because ghosts don’t have bodies, as you see 
that I do.” 40As he spoke, he showed them his hands and 
his feet. 41Still they stood there in disbelief, filled with joy 
and wonder. Then he asked them, “Do you have anything 
here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 
43and he ate it as they watched. 

 
NOTE:  [Many Christians may be aware that Jehovah’s 
Witnesses are “working their way to heaven,” but what 
they might not understand is that Jehovah’s Witnesses 
readily give Christ credit for giving them the opportunity to 
do so.  You can even find Watchtower writing that say 
salvation is “of grace,” which was granted by Jehovah.  
But nowhere will you find anything saying that salvation is 
by faith in Christ alone.] 
(source:  So What’s the Difference, by Fritz Ridenour, pages 
125-126) 

 
 
 



Jehovah’s Witnesses also talk about 
Christ’s being a “ransom for God for 
Adam’s sin,” but by this they mean that 
Christ (Michael the Archangel in human 
form and not equal to God) was a sort of 
fair trade to pay for Adam’ sin. 
 
Christians believe that Christ’s death 
completely paid for all mankind’s sins and 
that believers are justified freely by God’s 
grace through redemption in Christ. 
 
Romans 3:24-25 (NLT) 
 
24Yet God, with undeserved kindness, declares that we are 
righteous. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us 
from the penalty for our sins. 25For God presented Jesus as 
the sacrifice for sin. People are made right with God when 
they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his 
blood. This sacrifice shows that God was being fair when 
he held back and did not punish those who sinned in times 
past, 

 
1 Peter 2:24 (NLT) 
 

24 He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so 
that we can be dead to sin 
and live for what is right. By his wounds you are healed. 
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